
PERSONAL REFLECTIONS  

BALLOONS  

Memorial Day brought mild weather, warm reflections of our brave military, and 
cool hot-air balloons…everywhere! 

                       

    Above our house       Above our field        Above our barn      Out of a mill stack! 

BASEBALL  

My quest to research my mother's roots in the former mill town of Calhoun Falls 
continues.  Photo bottom left is the 1949 Calhoun Falls Clippers.  Mama's cousin 
Neil is in the center.  This team beat the Clemson College Tigers twice…22 to 17 
and then 14 to 3!  I discovered that the Assistant Sports Information Director at 
Clemson University is from Calhoun Falls!  And he found the old score book 
sheets of these games for me!  You can view these at www.ChristMyHeart.org. 

I showed the bottom left photo to Bobby Richardson (former New York Yankee 
2nd baseman) at the grand opening of the Shoeless Joe Jackson Museum.  Photo 
bottom right is Bobby in the foreground and a Shoeless Joe look-alike in the 
background.  Bobby played against my mother's cousin Neil in the minor and 
major leagues.  Bobby encouraged me in the ministry of Journey in Christ. 
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Father, glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.   
And the glory which You gave Me I have given them,  

that they may be one just as We are one (John 17:1, 22). 

Years ago, someone encouraged me to memorize Jesus' prayer in John 17:1-
26.  I just could not do it.  I have never been able to retain things very well.  
However, through the years, by His grace, the Lord Jesus is revealing the heart 
of those verses to me.  I believe He recently led me to camp out in John 17 with 
Him…and now I know every word of those verses by heart, not just by memory.  
And I will never ever be the same.  His prayer, which by grace is my prayer, 
contains the heart of His gospel, and the foundation for life.   

I have now recited this prayer many times, seeking to pray it as Jesus did with 
all of His passion…not to imitate Him back then, but to experience His heart 
right now.  This is the key to memorizing Scriptures!  I have some instrumental 
worship music to accompany the prayer, and I want to record this to encourage 
others to pray from a heart that is one with Christ.  And I'm available to share 
my testimony of, and to speak, this prayer to anyone and to any group. 

The discipleship counseling ministry of Journey in Christ continues to unfold.  
After 4 months of preparation, we have submitted an application package to 
obtain 501(c)(3) IRS status so donations can be tax-deductible.  We have two 
new board members…a pastor from Greenville and a teacher from Durham, 
NC.  Currently, we are ministering to several families, and are planning other 
ministry opportunities, including a Grace Life Conference. 

The chapel ministry to over 40 boys at the Boys Home of the South continues 
to be a blessing.  A photo of the chapel is at www.boyshomeofthesouth.org.  

Gregg Gibbons 
 
 
 
 

926 NE Main Street Suite F-155 
Simpsonville, SC  29681 
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JOHN 17 

Jesus' model prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4 is called "The Lord's 
Prayer."  In that prayer, Jesus teaches us the HOW of prayer.  In John 17:1-26, 
Jesus manifests the WHO of prayer to His disciples…including to you and me!   

Jesus and His disciples were together in the Upper Room for the Passover 
supper, Jesus shared His heart as recorded in John 13 through 17.  So the 
disciples were present when Jesus prayed with all of His heart to His Father.  
They witnessed the WHO of prayer.  And we can, too. 

And so it is with life.  We cannot know the HOW of life, before we know the WHO 
of life.  We often focus on HOW, e.g., how to witness, how to be successful, how 
to help others, how to make decisions, etc.  God transforms that focus to WHO.  

I hope you are encouraged with a few of my thoughts from John 17.  

 

Father, the hour has come (17:1a). 

Jesus claims that the purpose of all of eternity past and eternity future is being 
delivered into one point in time…His cross and resurrection.  Many of us are 
tempted to think that the greatest hour is yet to come at the next coming of Christ 
at the end of the world.  What a blessing to realize that Jesus' hour has already 
come, and we can experience the reality of this hour in our lives now and forever!  

 

Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may also glorify You (17:1b). 

Jesus uses a form of the word glory 7 times in His prayer, from the very beginning 
to the very end.  Such a rich word.  Hebrews 1:3 is a most wonderful verse to 
begin to see glory, "The Son is the brightness of God's glory."  Jesus is the very 
outshining of God Himself!  Jesus IS the glory of God!  Our purpose is to glorify 
the Lord.  Jesus Himself living in and through us IS the very glory of God!  In 
oneness with Christ, we can also claim in the hour of any life's circumstance, 
"Father the hour has come…glorify Your Son through me." 

 

                       As You have given Him authority over all flesh (17:2a).   
That Your love may be in them (17:26) 

Flesh is a biblical word that means human effort (good or bad) apart from the 
indwelling Christ.  We all are tempted in our old fleshly ways of coping with life 
and with getting our needs for love met apart from Christ.  In Christ, we can claim 
by faith His very authority over the flesh!  We then become free to love others with 
the very love of God that is not dependent on fleshly efforts.     [go to next page] 

JOHN 17 (continued) 

I have finished the work which You have given Me to do (17:4b). 

Jesus prayed this the day before His crucifixion.  What confidence He prayed in 
the Spirit to the Father!  And what love He prayed for His disciples so that they 
clearly heard a preview of these glorious words, "It is finished"!  We have the 
very confidence of Jesus.  We, by faith, can know that His work in saving us 
and in making us whole is finished.  We can now stop striving to become; we 
can grow in resting in who Christ has already made us to be.   

 

I have given to them the words which You have given Me (17:8). 
As you sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the world (17:18). 

And the glory which You gave Me, I have given them (17:22). 

Do you hear what you have inherited through Christ?!  You have been given 
the very words of God to glorify Christ as you journey through this world!  
Believe this even when you cannot understand it. 

 

For their sakes I sanctify Myself,  
that they also may be sanctified by the truth (17:19). 

In this one verse is the heart of the gospel!  Jesus has the power to sanctify 
Himself.  We cannot sanctify ourselves, for we must "BE sanctified by the truth" 
and by God's grace.  And how does Jesus sanctify Himself?  By His cross and 
resurrection!  And notice that "sanctify" is not past tense…His cross and 
resurrection have an ongoing impact on our lives. 

And what is the truth that sanctifies each Christian?  The truth is that I have 
personally identified with Christ in His cross and resurrection!   When He died, 
the old sinful I died…when He arose, the new righteous I arose in Him.  And 
this is a completed work, for I am "sanctified by the truth."  This is the truth that 
sets us free (John 8:32).  

 

God reveals in John 17 that His purpose is not to just answer our prayers, but 
that through prayer we might come to discern His mind…"that  they may be one 
as We are one" (John 17:22).    Oswald Chambers 

 

 


