
PERSONAL REFLECTION S 
My research of my mother's roots in the former mill village Calhoun Falls, SC continues to 
reveal an amazing love and history from an era gone by.  Mama went through school together 
with her first cousin Bo…they graduated from high school in 1951…a class of 14.  I recently 
had the privilege of visiting Bo with Mama…and their unchanged smiles testify of their 
character and the love they have always had for each other and for family. 

 

 

 

 

One year after high school graduation, Bo was playing pro baseball with a Pittsburgh Pirates 
farm team in Bristol, Virginia (Bristol Twins).  He became roommates with pitcher Ron 
Necciai…and then became part of one of the greatest feats that sports will never see again! 

On a cool May evening in 1952, Ron struck out 27 batters in a professional baseball game!! 

Branch Rickey (who broke Jackie Robinson into the major leagues in 1947) called Ron "one of 
the 3 greatest pitchers I have ever seen."  Dizzy Dean, Hall of Fame pitcher, said while 
announcing a TV game the next day, "That kid Ron Necktie did some pretty fair country 
pitching…that kid tied that other team up in knots!"   

Ron played briefly with the Pittsburgh Pirates, but soon had to leave baseball due to an illness.  
Bo is a retired Highway Patrol officer.  Ron and Bo are still good friends.  And both are in the 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown via the box-score and a baseball from that historical game! 
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Below is one of 50 buddies of mine at the Boys Home of the South…ringing the bell before 
chapel every Tuesday evening at 7 pm!  These boys have open hearts yearning to hear the 
joyful sounds of a home and a purpose.  It is amazing to witness the countenance of hope on 
their faces as they hear these sounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I simply try to report in these newsletters some of the joyful sounds I hear.  

 I hope you hear them, too.  �  
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       A pilgrim's testimony of the way of the cros s. 

 

      April/May/June 2009 
�

926 NE Main Street Suite F-155    Simpsonville, SC  29681 
864.228.HOPE (4673)    info@JourneyinChrist.org    www.JourneyinChrist.org 

L to R:  Bo Chrisley and Ron Necciai 

Cooperstown Hall of Fame baseball 
including Ron and Bo's autographs! ������������	
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HEART OF THE GOSPEL  

I had a special time teaching/preaching Sunday evenings from March 8 through May 24 at 
Holly Ridge Baptist Church in Simpsonville.  I have spoken a lot to small groups.  This was a 
rare opportunity to speak to a large group, and my heart was profoundly impacted.  The entire 
series was anchored in Romans chapters 5 through 8, the most comprehensive presentation 
(the heart) of the gospel in the whole Bible.  Following is my very concise summary: 

ROMANS 5 
Remember WHOSE you are…you belong to Christ…you were bought with a price. 

ROMANS 6 
Remember WHERE you are…you are seated with Christ to see life from His true perspective. 

ROMANS 7 
Remember WHO you are…at the root of you is Christ Himself who overcomes. 

ROMANS 8 
Remember WHY you are…you were re-created to glorify Jesus as He radiates through you. 

I am excited that CDs are available for the entire 12-session series.  If you are interested in 
learning about this series, I would love to send you a CD of one of the sessions. I hope to 
produce full sets of all 12 CDs soon.  In addition, I am in the process of writing a companion 
study booklet.  Some examples of illustrations in the booklet are shown on the opposite page.   

One of my mentors will be teaching verse-by-verse through Romans 5-8 the evenings of July 
16 and 17, and all day Saturday July 18 at Holly Ridge Church. See www.JourneyinChrist.org.   

I am also excited about the following ministry partnership. 

 

Pendleton Street Baptist Church also donates discipleship counseling space to Journey in 
Christ.  Journey in Christ is also discipling in other venues without having a costly central 
office.  We believe we are being led to "minister out in the community." 
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 HEART OF THE GOSPEL EXCERPTS 

Born in the Flesh

Everyone is born crying out for the 
answer to one vital question:

WHO AM I??!!            

Expectations are 
standards and laws 

you set up to live up to.

9-1

Identity?

Flesh
 

Rescued!

You have been rescued from an achieving 
system (Law) and have been placed into

a receiving system (Grace).

9-5

   

Adam’s
Family

What Determines Who I Am?What Determines Who I Am?

Born under the Law

Christ’s
Family

For He delivered us from the domain of darkness and  
transferred us to the Kingdom of His beloved Son 

(Colossians 1:13).

You are no longer a product of your past .

You are a product of the cross !

Re-born under Grace
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Definition of BrokennessDefinition of Brokenness

Brokenness is not giving up 
after bucking yourself to death.

Brokenness is giving up
after learning to trust God.           

A Promise from Jesus  John 7:38
He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 

out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.
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Peace    Witnessing    Joy     Praise    Hope   
Perseverance      Prayer     Love      Etc  

Being and doing Being and doing 
are amazingly one in Jesus.are amazingly one in Jesus.

As Jesus loves you (doing), As Jesus loves you (doing), 
He not only gives you love, He not only gives you love, 

He gives you Himself (being)!He gives you Himself (being)!          

8-2

Jesus IS the glory of God!Jesus IS the glory of God!

Jesus is Lord, Savior, and LifeJesus is Lord, Savior, and Life

Jesus is THE TruthJesus is THE Truth

Jesus is the gentle HealerJesus is the gentle Healer

Jesus is Eternal LifeJesus is Eternal Life

Jesus is the WayJesus is the Way
 

 


